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How we mark and 
grade papers

Cambridge Assessment International Education receives 
over eight million answer scripts a year from all over the 
world. Every script needs the correct mark so that everybody 
gets the correct grade. This is how it happens...

Cambridge examiners 
are teachers or experts 

in their subject
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lum vit

ae mass
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Ut rutr
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id euis
mod cur
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nec, bland
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bi dapi
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m id al
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t moles

tie auctor.

Nunc im
perdiet l

orem eget
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ula. Cras el

ementum s
emper j

usto 

nec varius
. In tin

cidunt eu veli
t et volutpat.
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disse a
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llis a 
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usto.
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smod po
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mper ne

que, a max
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tae nul

la. M aecena
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sum tellus. Inte
rdum et 

malesua
da fame

s ac ante ipsu
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primis i
n fauci

bus. Vivamus
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acus so
llicitu

din, rhoncus
 odio n

on, venenati
s est. M orbi 
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lus sed

 eros curs
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ia, et preti
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finibus. M aecen
as porta 

ac risus e
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tur volutpa

t lorem i
n massa
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a ultricies.
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gittis 
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s mauris. Al
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 euismo
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endisse
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lor 
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eu turpis vehic

ula fermentu
m. Quisq

ue vel risus
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Lorem ipsum dolor sit ame

t, consectetur adipiscing elit

. Vivamus dui libe
ro, rutrum a 

tempus pellentesque, vestibulum vitae massa
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Ut rutrum leo id euismod cursu

s. Duis tortor velit, porta sed magna ne
c, blandit di
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urna. M orbi dapibus diam id aliquam elei

fend. Curabitur at nulla 
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commodo turpis. Nam quis vehicula mauris. M orbi quis po
rttitor risus. Etiam at nisl enim
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In hac habitasse pl

atea dictumst. Nullam sagittis 

vehicula diam
, non dapibus nunc 

consequat et.
Nunc hendrerit, elit non tincidu

nt ullamcorper, justo ipsum euismod a
nte, eu auctor mi 

nunc eu neque. Ut suscipit molestie au
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Nunc imperdiet lorem eget mauris fermentum bibendum. M auris ultrices sem nisi
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ex quis massa
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ntesque luctus ac in ligula
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nec varius. In tincidu
nt eu velit et 

volutpat.

Nunc nec tempor ex. Suspendisse accumsan sit amet a

rcu in lao
reet. Nam sed ligula a 

quam congue convallis a vitae jus

to.

Curabitur pulvina
r, nulla 

vel euismod posue
re, nisl 

felis semper nequ
e, a maximus lo

rem 

libero vitae nulla
. M aecenas id ipsum 

tellus. Interdum et malesuada fames ac a

nte ipsum 

primis in faucibu
s. Vivamus quis lacus sollicitudin

, rhoncus odio non
, venenatis est

. M orbi 

ornare tellus sed e
ros cursus g

ravida.

Proin iaculis diam 

vel nibh lacinia

, et pretium lectus finibu
s. M aecenas porta ac risus eu 

commod o. Curabitur volutpat lorem in massa lacinia ult

ricies.

Vivamus tincidu
nt est nibh

, at molestie tu
rpis aliquet sit amet

. Quisque id sagittis sapien

, 

et rhoncus mauris. Aliquam vel euismod ipsum
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ricies a
nte. Suspendisse sed dolor 
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sapien. Aliquam eu nisl eu tu
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rem eleifend 
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c, semper in dolor in
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rhoncus turpis non varius. Nunc porttitor, nisi et accumsan m

attis, 

tortor nisl eleme
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tortor nec porttitor. Pellentesque id odio id dolor lacinia eleme

ntum. 
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ta
e 
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 c
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 d
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 d
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 p
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es
ti
e 
tu

rpi
s 
al
iq
ue
t 
si
t 
am
et

. Q
ui
sq
ue
 i
d 
sa
gi
tt
is
 s
ap
ie
n

, 

et
 rho
nc
us
 m
auris
. Al
iq
ua
m ve
l 
eu
is
mo
d 
ip
su
m

, e
t 
ul
t

ric
ie
s 
a

nte
. S
us
pe
nd
is
se
 s
ed
 d
ol
or
 

tur
pis
. D
on
ec
 l
ac
us
 d
ui

, l
uct
us
 e
u fer
me
nt
um
 eu
, p
os
uere
 i
n 
ip
su
m

. Cu
rab
it
ur
 e
u 
ma
xi
mu
s 

sa
pi
en. A
li
qu
am
 e
u 
ni
sl
 e
u 
tu

rpi
s ve
hi
cu
la
 fer
me
nt
um
. Q
ui
sq
ue
 ve
l ri
su
s 
a 
lo rem
 e
le
ifen
d 

vu
lp
utat
e 
auc
tor
 ve
l 
mi. P
ha
se
ll
us
 l
ig
ul
a 
nu
n

c, 
se
mp
er
 i
n 
do
lo
r 
in

, l
ac
in
ia
 s
us
ci
pi
t 
od
i

o.

Ma
ece
na
s 
ma
xi
mu
s rho
nc
us
 t
urpi
s 
no
n var
ius
. N
un
c 
port
tito
r, 
ni
si
 e
t 
ac
cu
ms
an
 m

at
tis, 

tor
tor
 n
is
l 
el
em
e

nt
um
 o
dio, 
at
 a
li
qu
am
 n
ib
h 
ne
qu
e 
no
n 
nu
n

c. 

Viv
am
us
 l
ob
orti
s 
no
n tor
tor
 n
ec
 p
o rtt
itor
. Pe
ll
ente
sq
ue
 i
d 
od
io
 i
d 
do
lo
r 
la
ci
ni
a 
el
em
e

nt
um
. 

Do
ne
c 
ne
c 
ti
nc
id
u

nt
 l
ib
e ro. 
Ma
ece
na
s 
orci
 s
ap
ie
n

, ve
ne
nat
is
 q
ui
s 
e

ros
 v
it
a e, 
eu
is
mo
d 

dic
tu
m 
erat
. N
am
 a
 m
ol
li
s 
ni
bh

. Cr
as
 e
ge
t 
ia
cu
li
s 
mi

. Cu
rab
it
ur
 u
lt ric
ie
s 
od
io
 a
ug
u

e, 
qu
is
 

vo
lu
tpat
 a
ug
ue
 u
lt ric
ie
s 
ut . D
on
ec
 e
t tel
lu
s 
f

rin
gi
ll
a

, p
hare
tra
 ve
li
t 
e t, 
po
su
ere 
ve
li
t.

We use a mixture of 
statistical evidence and 

expert judgment to agree 
grade boundaries. They vary 

slightly from year to year
Then the scripts are passed 
to our teams of examiners. 

Every examiner practises by 
marking the same scripts as 
the senior team to make sure 
they understand how to mark 

to the same standard

Most scripts are scanned, ready 
to be marked on a computer 
screen by examiners. For any 
exam, every student’s work is 

marked in the same way

Some scripts are 
marked on paper and 
some, such as multiple 
choice exams, are 
marked automatically 
by a computer

If one examiner is not able to mark 
consistently, they are asked to stop. Another 

examiner then re-marks their scripts

So now we have marks 
for every script. How do we 

work out the grades?
We turn marks into grades by using 

grade boundaries. Grade boundaries 
are the minimum marks that 

students need to achieve a grade

Once the grade 
boundaries have been 
agreed, we apply them 
to your marks to give 

you a grade

Watch the video here

Lorem ipsum dolor sitamet,consectetur
adipiscingelit.Nuncrutrum eros?
1 .................................................................
2 .................................................................

[2]

quismiporttitormalesuada.Sedeleif-
end,mauris amaximus eleifend,lacus
enim ?
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................

[3]
finibus felis,non accumsanarcufeliseu 
nunc.Inturpis metus,finibusutvenena-
tis congue,?
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................
....................................................................

[4]

Q1

Q2

Q3

Senior examiners carry 
out fi nal checks on the 

marking. Once we’ve done 
all of our checks, your 
results are sent back to 

your school

Start here...
Students put down their pens. 

The exam is over, and the 
scripts are packaged up and 

sent back to Cambridge

A few days after the exam, 
a team of our experienced 

senior examiners get 
together to mark a sample 

set of scripts

Our examiners are now ready to 
start marking. Senior examiners 

check the marking of every 
examiner to make sure that they 

keep marking correctly

www.cie.org.uk/marking-grading

